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namely, the octroi. Even in Madras, where Local
Government has been more successful, there is a
great deal of make believe about the whole business.
It was the duty of the writer at one time to ad-
minister certain Municipalities and Local Boards,
and at another to review their reports in the lump
in the Provincial Secretariat, and in spite of the
persistent eulogies which proceed from the party
of reform he can only record his opinion that the
system, as a whole, is unpopular and unsuccessful,
though it is, of course, immensely grateful to the
lawyer class, and has been the means whereby they
have consolidated their power, and their stepping-
stone to the Provincial and Supreme Legislative
Councils.

Lord Ripon regarded the elective system as a
means of political and popular education, and it
is no doubt regarded by the reformers as a most
valuable step on the road to those Parliamentary
institutions to the grant of which Lord Morley has
plainly stated he does not look forward, an im-
portant pronouncement from one who has made
so great a move forward in order to meet the
aspirations of the advanced party.

These views may be regarded as novel and
strange by those who have been in the habit of
reading the material industriously circulated in this
country by the English Branch of the Indian Con-
gress, and this gives the writer the opportunity to